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Secure Certificate of Indian Status (SCIS)

Information Update:
MOBILE APPLICATION CENTRE DEPLOYMENT AND NATIONAL IMPLEMENTATION ON HOLD
Indian and Northern Affairs Canada is currently addressing technical aspects of the project and until

this has been completed, the implementation phase will be on hold. This includes deployment of the
Mobile Application Centres as well as production of Secure Certificates of Indian Status.

First Nations members who have applied at a Mobile Application Centre will face delays in receiving
their card. INAC has ensured that all personal information collected as a result of their applications is
properly safeguarded.

At this time, INAC is not in a position to provide a date as to when the national issuance of the Secure
Certificate of Indian Status will start. INAC is taking immediate action to resolve technical issues and
will continue to provide updates on progress and as to when processing of applications will resume
and card production will begin, through our website.

More information is available at Secure Certificate of Indian Status FAQ's

For information on documentation requirements for visiting the United States, please visit the Border
Crossing information section.
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The Certificate of Indian Status (CIS), more commonly referred to as the Status card, is an identity document
issued by Indian and Northern Affairs Canada (INAC) to confirm that the cardholder is registered as a Status
Indian under the Indian Act. The Status card is provided to assist registered Indians in accessing a wide range of
entitlements, programs and services administered by federal agencies, provincial governments and other private
sector program and service providers. Annually, about 85,000 Status cards are issued and about 75,000 life
events (such as births, deaths and marriages) are recorded in the Indian Registration System (IRS).

The security of the Status card has been questioned for a number of years due to concerns over forgery and
counterfeiting. In 2001, INAC in partnership with the Treaty 7 First Nations of Alberta, created a pilot project to
introduce a more secure Status card and issuance process. The pilot project has four phases: re-engineer the
IRS, enhance the Certificate of Indian Status cards, deploy the re-engineered IRS and launch the SCIS nationally.
The first three phases have been completed. The final phase of the project, national implementation, is to take
place over a period of 5 years.

This new SCIS features several security improvements that significantly reduce the risk of unauthorized
alterations or duplication. This helps to ensure the ongoing integrity of the programs and services by protecting
them from fraud and identity theft. Status Indians will have easier access to the services and benefits they are
eligible to receive since service providers will be more assured that these cards are legitimate.

The SCIS represents the Government of Canada's continued commitment to strengthening its relationship with
First Nations individuals and organizations. All partners continue to work to address concerns around the current
Status cards and the broader goal of improving their quality of life by ensuring that eligible individuals receive
services and benefits quickly and efficiently.
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